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 19 February 2020 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 4 February, which confirmed that the planned review of 
the Senior Phase curriculum has been expanded to a full review of Curriculum for 
Excellence, covering the Broad General Education (BGE), the Senior Phase, and the 
articulation between the two, and inviting further comment from the Committee to allow 
the Terms of Reference to be finalised. 
 
The Committee’s letter of 23 December covers many of the issues raised in recent 
Committee work which would touch on the Senior Phase, and understandably, many 
of these are pertinent to BGE as well. The Committee’s report on subject choices in 
schools largely focused on the Senior Phase, and some the issues raised within this 
report have already been highlighted to you in our previous letter and are even more 
relevant in the expanded review (for example, the points made in our letter regarding 
where responsibility lies for key areas of education policy and the perceived 
disconnect between BGE and the senior phase). We would therefore encourage the 
OECD to examine the output of our inquiries in that regard. However, there are a few 
particular issues we wish to highlight: 
 
OECD 2015 review recommendations 
On page 12 of its 2015 report, the OECD set out a number of recommendations in 
relation to the Curriculum for Excellence. We would welcome an update from the 
OECD as part of this review on whether it considers its 2015 recommendations to the 
Scottish Government have been fully met, met in part, or not met. 
 
Qualifications focus 
 
The review should focus on the extent to which Broad General Education 
complements and prepares students for the senior phase. It should also look at the 
extent to which senior phase qualifications begin being taught during BGE, and how 
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the distinct qualifications flow up from BGE to advanced higher level. The Committee 
appreciates there will be a curricular focus to the review but also believes it is very 
important, from the evidence that it has heard, that there is in-depth scrutiny as to 
whether the qualifications are functioning individually and collectively as originally 
envisaged under CfE. This should be looked at on a subject by subject basis as the 
evidence suggests there are distinct factors at work in different subjects, not least the 
anecdotal evidence that – for example - the use of multi-course classes results in 
pupils studying similar periods of history repeatedly as they progress through different 
qualifications. 
 
Core curriculum 
 
One topic discussed during our inquiries into subject choices in schools and 
instrumental music tuition has been what can be regarded as a core, or standard, 
curricular offer to Scotland’s school population. In our report on instrumental music 
tuition, we said: 
 
“The Committee recognises there are differing views regarding whether the status of 
music tuition is discretionary or part of the core curriculum. The Committee considers 
that the explicit inclusion of instrumental music tuition in the core curriculum would 
have practical implications, which would need to be carefully considered. However, 
the benefits in protecting and enhancing the provision of music tuition in schools could 
far outweigh these considerations.” 
 
This is a discrete example, but we would welcome the review reflecting on this more 
widely in order to provide clarity to local authorities, schools, teachers, parents and 
carers and other interested parties on what subjects or subject areas are considered 
to be core and to what extent.  
 
Data 
Another ongoing issue has been what data is readily available to be interrogated by 
decision-makers and interested parties to further the progress of Scottish education. 
For example, during our subject choices inquiry, Education Scotland confirmed it did 
not hold data on teacher numbers and their location, or the numbers and location of 
multi-course classes, and much of the Committee’s consideration of Scottish National 
Standardised Assessments focused on what type of data would best measure 
progress. While it may be tangential to the focus of the review, I should also remind 
you of the session held with Scottish Government statisticians on 28 November 2018, 
which looked at school support staff data. Generally, there is a need for clarity on how 
data relevant to Scottish education is collected, collated and, where appropriate, made 
public, which could be assisted through consideration by the OECD. 
 
Gaelic Medium Education 
 
In our letter of 23 December, we supported Gaelic being a distinct part of the review. 
To elaborate, this should not only cover the position of Gaelic as a language and the 
provision of Gaelic speaking teachers to support the language, but also consider how 
Gaelic-speaking teachers in all subjects are being developed to ensure that pupils in 
Gaelic Medium Education can be presented for qualifications taught in Gaelic across 
the curriculum, where supported by the SQA.  
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Engagement 
Finally, we welcome the commitment you made in the Chamber to “consult local 
authorities and others in education” before finalising the remit. In that spirit, the 
Committee would welcome the opportunity to continue this consultation through 
meeting the OECD in the course of its review of the Curriculum for Excellence, and 
would anticipate similar offers being made to local authorities, trade unions, academics 
and other relevant bodies and individuals. I would be grateful if this offer was 
communicated to the OECD. 
 
I trust that this response, and our earlier letter, are helpful in drawing the terms of 
reference for the review, and look forward to receiving confirmation of the terms of 
reference once they have been agreed. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


